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BY ALAN SCHER ZAGIE
Special to Missouri Lawyers Med

A Cass County jury awarded $500 000 toa woman who‘ -
was. h1t in the back of the’ head by a 20-pound box at ‘a

grocery store.

Patricia “Page” Kllcourse and her husband Thomas,f‘*‘
sued Towa-based Hy-Vee Inc. in December 2015, six
months after a box containing foam storage pads fell fromf

a loaded:cart while she was" shopping at its store.

According to the suit, Kilcourse suffered a traumatic *
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’Ihey call~*it ‘mild’ traumatic brain
k f,_‘whlle another employee hurrles to check on the injured
. customer
your braln 'ﬂns really altered the
o lthree ‘hours before delivering its verdict. Shortly before
- trial, the defense admitted to negligence, which shifted the
*_courtroom focus to the extent of Kilcourse’s injury and her
,{subsequent care; Shumate said. Attorneys for Hy-Vee did
A : sy : “ not respond to. requests-for comment.
i bram m)ury that' caused short-term memory loss, severe,f:'»,'
~ “persistent and - debthtatmg” headaches, hght sensrtrvrtyf,'jv
i 'and other comphcat lons. : |

injury. But it’s only mild if it’s not

path of her and her famllys 11ves

Wes Shumate, Kansas Czty plamtt_tf s attorney

. 'Kansas Clty plamtrff’s attorney Wes Shumate, who rep-
resented Kllcourse, 58. “But it’s’ only mild if it’s not your |

*brain, This’ really altered the path of her and her family’s.
'_Thves ‘

CA securlty camera vrdeo of the mcrdent shows Kﬂcourse,

‘wrth herback turned and walk.mg alongsrde her daughter,
: bemg s1desw1ped by the box as.a store employee attempted:
'to maneuver. the loaded cart in the opposite direction. The
“two' wornen ‘were. roundmg a trght corner as Krlcourses
l‘daughter pulled a shoppmg carti”
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The employee, identified by Shumate as the produce
~manager, is then seen:swiftly walking away from Kilcotirse,

After'a four-day trial, the jury deliberated for just under

- Shumate acknowledged that his client had “lots of

‘gaps in treatment” after the accident as she saw a suc-
- cession’ of concussion specialists and neurologists.

Queéstions were also raised about whether her neck and

_ lower-back pain. ‘were connected toa prevrous injury, he
said, -

“It Was a challenge to explain that there is very little

‘ treatment for- mild -[traumatic] brain injuries;” added

Grant Davis, lead plamtrff s-counsel. ‘Thats why she had

‘so few medical treatments

Ktlcourse and: her ‘daughter, both avid swimmers at the

- trme, had stopped -at the store on their way to a morning

workout to buy post-swrm snacks, accordmg to therr attor-
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